CHAPTER VI
VILLAGE PROBLEMS
VILLAGE life is the backbone of India Nearly 90 per cent
of her people are villagers The cities in India count for
little unless it be for their shrines or temples or mosques
Anything, therefore, that affects village life in India is impor/
tank At present there are many problems awaiting solution
m the Indian village. Under a true Hindu civilisation such
problems could not exist. But India is no more a true
Hindu civilisation than we are a true Christian civilisation.
The villager, therefore, is in a bad economic way. His great
grief is his poverty. Many villagers owe more than they can
ever hope to repay. Their indebtedness is gigantic. There
are several reasons for this. The first is the Hindu abhorrence
of an old maid. Rather than see its daughters face an un/
married life a Hindu family will tie a millstone of debt round
its neck for centuries. It will buy its daughters husbands even
if it has to borrow every anna. Husbands, however, are
often expensive purchases, and the caste system encourages
them to be so. The amount of the family's indebtedness is
thus frequently very great. And it is rendered greater still by
the Indian moneylender. He is a gentleman, but a business
gentleman. He will lend money with the utmost pleasure,
at a price. His price is often as high as 40 or 50 per cent
interest. And when the position is examined he cannot be
blamed. The poor villager can offer him small security
should he die with his loan unpaid. Only his land and his
health stand between the villager and want. His loan is
frequently more than the value of his land. And so the
moneylender protects himself by an enhanced interest.
Another source of village poverty is the curious inheritance
system in vogue in rural India. If a ryot (cultivator) dies he
usually divides his land among his sons; when the sons in
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